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At $179 for a year's subscription,
former state senator Stan Barnes'
biweekly newsletter is no bargain. But
the deftly titled West Washington is a
good source for inside-the-statehouse
gossip, particularly if you're looking for
the skinny on Barnes' GOP pals and the
political minutiae of who voted which
way, and why.

Barnes, who most recently lost a bid
to take out fellow Republican Congress-
man Jeff Flake, currently runs the
Copper State Consulting Group, which
means lobbying for everyone from the
Southern Arizona Homebuilders Asso-
ciation to Philip Morris. And while his
newsletter occasionally strains a bit too
hard to crack wise, considering the
tedious political coverage we're used to,
that's something we can forgive. We've
also gotta give the guy props for his
Q&As: Somehow, he makes our state
legislators sound human.




